
To our Harrison Family; 
  
NOT THERE YET: 
At a time when conversations have increased about “opening America for business 
again”, it pains me to report that since my last update two days ago, 10 more 
Gloucester County natives have died from the COVID-19 virus. This brings the County 
total to 22. We continue to grieve for all those lost and their families. But this increase 
was expected based on the models. In South Jersey we will reach the apex of the 
outbreak around April 25. 
  
This is a reminder that we absolutely must continue to be vigilant in our social 
distancing and when it’s safe we will have a plan to rollout, in phases, the “opening” of 
businesses. Unfortunately, in New Jersey the worst of the impact is still in front of us. 
Our hope is that this stretch of horror is only for the next week or so. The flattening of 
the curve is happening with frontend data, positive tests, increasing at a slower rate, 
for a ray of good news. However, the backend data, deaths, is still increasing. We see 
this at both the state and county levels.  
  
So, we see the “light at the end of the tunnel” with the National Plan that sets the 
criteria for individual states to determine when to phase-in a return to business. But, 
we are also grounded in the fact that New Jersey is an epicenter for the Coronavirus 
and we are not through the worst of it yet. Patience, diligence and supporting each 
other for a bit longer is our challenge and we are up to that challenge. 
  
THE NUMBERS: 
As of 1pm today, countywide we have had 657 Positive tests for the COVID-19 virus, 
2,398 negatives, with the death total now at 22, as I’ve already mentioned. Statewide, 
there have been 78,467 positive tests, 78,982 negatives with 3,840 deaths. Again, I point 
out that the death toll, statewide, has increased by nearly 700 in two days. 
  
Locally, in Harrison, there has only been one additional case since my last update two 
days ago, bringing our total number of positive cases to 23; with no fatalities. 
  
GLOUCESTER COUNTY RESOURCES: 
On Thursday, April 16th the County conducted their second Drive Thru Test event at 
Rowan College at South Jersey (RCSJ). It went smoothly with 110 tests conducted. The 
County’s next Drive-Thru Test Day at RCSJ will be Thursday, April 23. Again, this will 
be by appointment only. Scheduling for the Thursday session is open. Starting Monday 
residents 18 and older with symptoms of COVID-19 must call (856) 218-4142 to be 
prescreened.  



  
The Gloucester County Office of Economic Development (GCOED) is doing a great job 
of supporting resident’s efforts to access fiscal resources, as they become available. 
The Small Business Association (SBA) programs continue to rollout with funding checks 
beginning to be sent. Call the GCOED directly for any needed assistance at 
856-384-6963. 
  
ON THE HOMEFRONT 
I want to make you are aware of a new resource available through our local Police 
Department. This has been in the works for a while through Gloucester County and is 
now being activated. The objective is to provide a fast and efficient way to retrieve 
records or report minor incidents, which could include reports of social distancing 
violations. Here’s what Lieutenant Ron Cundey of our Harrison Township Police 
Department said:  
  
“The Harrison Township Police Department has launched a new Citizen Services Program 
Website. We are constantly looking to enhance the services we provide the citizens who 
reside in and visit our community. Through this website, citizens will be able to report minor 
incidents like vandalism, lost property, and non-criminal property damage online via this 
portal. We intended to expand the available options on the website in the future as the need 
arises." 
You can find the website here.  
  
On another front, our Mask Distribution initiative took flight this week on Wednesday 
and Thursday at Pleasant Valley School (PVS). It ran very smoothly and quickly under 
the execution of Harrison Township Police Department, assisted by some of our 
employees and resident volunteers. For more insight on how the distribution went, 
view my interview with Township Committee members Julie DeLaurentis and John 
Williams. 
  
The final day of distribution is tomorrow, Saturday (April 18th) from 10 AM to 1 PM at  
PVS. The local Fox 29 station stopped by and did a story that aired on the Thursday 
night newscast, which highlights the unity of our community. If you missed it, check it 
out here.  
  
Next week I will write a complete recap to recognize the benefactors that made it 
possible to provide masks for every household in Harrison. We are in their debt. 
  
Lastly, going into the weekend I want to highlight our next initiative beginning Sunday. 
It’s Restaurant Week in Harrison, our theme, Family Meals to GO! As we get through 
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this crisis, we all still need to eat, right? Please help support our local restaurants 
during this unprecedented financial disruption. Let’s combine the two next week with a 
concerted effort, as a community, to patronize our beloved local eateries for a meal or 
two (if you’re in a position to do so). You can find Restaurant Week details here.  
  
Our township team, made up of your Committee Members (Don, Julie, John & Adam), 
our administrative leaders (Mark & Dennis) our amazing employees and our volunteer 
supporters (too many to mention here) continue to work to get us through this crisis as 
even keeled as possible. You are all doing an exceptional job enduring the restrictions 
and stepping up to help those in need. Witnessing it, from where I sit as your Mayor, is 
inspiring. I know I speak for all of us working on your behalf when I say how proud we 
are to be associated with you. We are together, we are family, we are Harrison Strong!   
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